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EBSCO Advanced Search

In the "Choose Your Search Engine" PowerPoint, we ran a search in 

EBSCO using the "Basic Search." The results were 1276 articles.

Let's compare that with using the EBSCO "Advanced Search." EBSCO 

doesn't use MeSH terms. To effectively search EBSCO, think of as many 

synonyms as possible to express each concept. EBSCO is very literal. 

Unlike Google, EBSCO will only search for the terms you provide. It will 

not apply synonyms.



Search Terms--Brainstorming

Medical Marijuana

How many ways can that be said?

Research is a guessing game: What words might an author use to express 

the same concept? There are a lot of slang terms for Marijuana that won't 

show up in a medical study. Use scientific terms such as:

• Cannabis

• CBD Oil

• Cannabidiol

• Phytocannabinoid

• Cannabidiolum



Search Terms--Brainstorming

Treatment

How many ways can that be said?

• Therapy

• Therapeutic

• Intervention

• Management

• Remedial
• Remedy



Search Terms--Brainstorming

Anxiety Disorder

How many ways can that be said?

• Anxiety

• "Social Anxiety"

• Agoraphobia

• Agoraphobic

• "Panic Attack”

Notice the quotation marks. Use them carefully. They will significantly 

limit your search results. However, you wouldn't want to use the word 

"Social" without "Anxiety."



AND and OR

You can skip this slide if you understand how to use AND and OR 

effectively. If you need a review, here it is.

When should you use AND, and when should you use OR? (We will 

cover NOT another time.) In short: 

• OR expands your search. 

• AND limits your search. 



Search Terms--Brainstorming

Is there a limit to how many terms you can include in your search? No. 

It can be a paragraph, and it will be if you are doing a systematic 
review.

You are the subject matter expert. 

You know the terminology of your 

discipline. However, if you are 

struggling, Google can be helpful. 

Google can suggest synonyms for 

your terms.



Discovery Services

A Discovery Service searches multiple databases 

simultaneously. RMU subscribes to two Discovery 

Services: WorldCat Discovery and EBSCO Discovery. 

WorldCat searches our entire electronic holdings and 

includes our print collection. However, the WorldCat

search engine is not very robust. You can limit your search 

to our library or expand it to "Libraries Worldwide.”

EBSCO Discovery searches most of our collection except 

Embase and ProQuest databases. It is a better search 

engine than WorldCat, allowing you to combine searches 

and provide suggested terms.

You can use either, but there is a trade-off.



EBSCO

Going back to the Marijuana research 

question, let's run the search in EBSCO.

You can type your search in the EBSCO 

search box or click on the logo to run an 
"Advanced Search."



EBSCO

"Advanced Search" allows you to add multiple search concepts and limit 

the search terms to specific fields, such as author, title, abstract, etc.



Formulating a Search

Use OR to connect synonyms   -- Use AND to connect Concepts

Here is what our Medical Marijuana search would look like:

Marijuana or cannabis or CBD or cannabidiol or phytocannabinoid or

cannabidiolum

AND

treatment or therapy or therapeutic or intervention or management or

remedial or remedy

AND

anxiety or "social anxiety" or agoraphobia or agoraphobic or "panic 

attack"



Back to EBSCO “Advanced Search”

You could paste all three concepts in the search boxes and then run. 

Instead, we recommend running each "concept" as a separate search and 

combining them later.

What is the benefit of running three separate searches rather than searching 
them all simultaneously? 



Benefit of Running the Searches Separately

You can tell how well that concept is formulated by running each 

"concept" separately. If all "concepts" are run altogether, poor 

results will be difficult to identify and, therefore, difficult to revise 

the search. Each "concept" can be revised individually as needed 

and run again rather than retyping the entire search. The 

"concepts" can be combined in different combinations. It helps you 

create a better search overall. 

I call this the Tinker Toy method of research, 

where you create different search segments 

and connectors and then play with them to find

the best results.



Benefit of Running the Searches Separately

Let's apply this to the marijuana search. Results? 509,282. Is that 
too many? It's too soon to tell. Let's run the next concept.



Benefit of Running the Searches Separately

The treatment "concept" results in over 76 million. This "concept" is very 

broad, but once it is combined with the other "concepts," it can be 

manageable. 



Benefit of Running the Searches Separately

The anxiety "concept" has almost three million results. To combine 

searches, click on "Recent activity."



Combining Searches

Look under "Recent Activity" to see the recent searches and the 

results. Combine "concepts" by clicking on the boxes to the left of 

each search, clicking on the combine symbol, and clicking "Combine 

with AND."

First, delete the current search from the 

search box. The previous searches were 

run using OR, which makes your search 

broader. AND will narrow your search to 

just articles with all three concepts. Click 

on "Search" (the magnifying glass).



Search History and Combining Searches

This combined search gives 13,987 results. Far too many. What to 

do? Look at the searches. "Management," "remedial," and "remedy" 

may be too general to be helpful. Go back to "Recent Activity." Click 

on the three dots to the right of the search to revise the search and 

then recombine with the other “concepts.” 



Looking at Results

Some of the results look promising. Many of the results focus on "cancer 

patients." You can use "Combine with NOT" and "cancer" to limit your 

search.



Indexing and Abstract

Click on the title of the 

article. What you see 

depends on the 

publisher. Some 

publishers provide 

extensive information 

and may offer some 

additional search 

terms.



Filters and Limiters

Above the results are standard filters, such as "Peer 

Reviewed" and limiting by publication date. Click on "All 

filters" to see a complete list. Scroll down to see more 

options. 

If you need something immediately, you can limit it to 

"Full Text," but if you are doing a literature review, don't 

limit it to "Full Text." We can get any article you want 

through Interlibrary Loan (ILL).



Limiting Terms to the Abstract

You can further limit the search by requiring all search terms in the abstract. 

This limiter can help your search be more precise. 



Further Limits

Even limited by date and "Peer Reviewed," there are still over 8,000 results. 

The solution? Add additional search concepts. Be more specific.



Research: Summary

A close up of a sign

Description automatically generated

Takeaways:

• Break your research question into basic 

concepts

• Brainstorm for synonyms

• Use the “Tinker Toy” method
• Contact your librarians for help

https://postprofessionalbooking.as.me/bookalibrarian


Next Steps

More PowerPoints

• Finding Full Text/Requesting Interlibrary Loan

• More research tools:

• Embase

• ProQuest
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