
Finding Full Text
Learning Resource Center



Summary and Takeaways

You should have carefully read the previous 

PowerPoints. Here is what we covered:

• Search our paid subscription databases before you 

Google

• Break Your Research Question into Basic Concepts

• Brainstorm for Synonyms

• Use the Tinker Toy Method

• MeSH terms are a helpful tool

• Don't despair when your search gives you zero results

• Contact your librarians for help



Learning Objectives for Finding Full Text

• Recognize full-text options in EBSCO, PubMed, Ovid, 

and Embase

• Learn How to Look for Full Text in Google Scholar

• Know a Variety of Ways to Submit Interlibrary Loan 

(ILL) Requests 

• Plan ahead. ILL takes a few days and generally will 

not be filled on weekends. If you have an assignment 

due Sunday night, Friday night is too late to submit an 
ILL request. 



Publishers Want to Make Money

All publishers stay in business by making money. Some 

make more than others. With minor exceptions, you can 

always get full text if you are willing to pay for the article.

While you're a student at RMU, we Do Not expect you to 

pay for articles needed for your schooling. We have 

ways of getting articles for free. As you search, if you 

come across a "pay wall," do not pay and do not despair. 

Read on for ways to get articles for free.



Our Search in Previous PowerPoints

Here is the search we ran in “Choose a Search Engine”:

marijuana or cannabis or CBD or cannabidiol or

phytocannabinoid or cannabidiolum

AND

treatment or therapy or therapeutic or intervention or

management or remedial or remedy

AND

anxiety or “social anxiety” or agoraphobia or agoraphobic or

“panic attack”

Let’s look at our results



Finding Full Text Options in EBSCO

Click the “Access options” dropdown to see what options there 

are.



LibKey Instant PDF

LibKey Instant PDF takes you directly to the PDF.



Check for Full Text via LibKey Link

The "Check for Full Text via 

LibKey Link" also provides 

the full text with an 

intermediate screen. You 

can download the PDF or 

go to the publisher's site to 

see the entire journal issue 

where the article appears.

There is one other thing 

LibKey is doing in the 

background.



Retracted Articles

Sometimes 

articles are 

retracted for a 

variety of 

reasons. LibKey

will notify you if 

there has been a 

retraction and the 

reasons for the 

retraction.



Third Party Resources

You will be 

directed to some 

free PDFs through 

third-party 

agreements, such 

as this one from 

ERIC or the 

Directory of Online 

Access Journals 

(DOAJ).



Interlibrary Loan

If LibKey cannot find 

a free PDF, it will 

provide the option to 

request it through 

Interlibrary Loan 

(ILL).

Each publisher handles 

things differently. LibKey

is doing many things in the 

background, trying to find the article for you.



Summary: Finding Full Text Options in EBSCO

There are four options for full text 

in EBSCO:

1. PDF symbol

2. LibKey Instant PDF

3. Free PDF from a third party, 

such as ERIC or DOAJ

4. Check for Full Text via 

LibKey. This may provide a 

free PDF, inform you of a 

retraction, or allow you to 

request it through Interlibrary 

Loan (ILL).



Additional Options for Finding Full Text

What if what you want is in your results list, but the Full Text 

Finder only gives you the option to Request through ILL?

1. Click on the Title

2. Copy the title from the abstract page

3. Go to scholar.google.com (see the link                                 

on your LibLynx page)

4. Paste the link in the search box and click search



Additional Options for Finding Full Text

Google Scholar provides a 

link to PubMed. It is full 

text but an "Author 

manuscript." You may 

need the final published 

version, but the "Author 

manuscript" will help you 

determine that.



Additional Options for Finding Full Text

You can link your Google Scholar account to your 

rm.edu account, which will link you to any full-text 

articles in our subscriptions. Click on your person icon at 

the top right of your screen. Here, you see, mine is set 

to my RMU email address. If yours isn't, click "My 

Account" to change that.

By doing that, you will start seeing links on the side of 

the listing to FullText@RMUoHP. Click to be redirected 

to RMU’s subscriptions.



Additional Options for Finding Full Text 

What if it isn't available in Google Scholar? You could request 

ILL. Or . . . you could try Google. But… aren't the results in 

Google and Google Scholar the same? No.

Open your Google browser and paste the title into the search 

box. 

The first listing says "fulltext," but they 

may want money. . . . And they do



Additional Options for Finding Full Text 

You can look around. It may be 

there. Two helpful sources are 

researchgate.net and 

academia.edu. They are free 

websites, but you must register 

with them.

Researchgate has the article with 

an option to request the PDF from 

one of the authors. We can likely 

get the article faster through ILL. 

It depends on how often the 

authors check their accounts.



Options for Finding Full Text: PubMed 

PubMed is generally an indexing and 

abstracting service with little full text. There 

are several ways to get full text from PubMed. 

1. Look for the "PMC" symbol. PMC stands 

for PubMed Central, a full-text service for 

PubMed.

2. Look for the RMU logo, which links to our 

full-text holdings in EBSCO and Ovid.  

3. Meanwhile, here is something incredible! 

LibKey Nomad.



LibKey Nomad

The LibKey Nomad browser extension 

will automatically be on your RMU-

branded browser. Look in the top 

right-hand corner for this teardrop. 

Yours may be gray. If so, click on it. A 

window will pop up. Click on the 

dropdown arrow. Find Rocky 

Mountain University. Click on it; click 

outside the box, and the box will 

close. You are good to go.



LibKey Nomad

What if you don't use the RMU-branded browser? No problem. 

Go to libkeynomad.com to download it. It works with Safari, 

Firefox, and many other browsers.

So, what does it do???????

Excellent Question!

http://libkeynomad.com/


LibKey Nomad

LibKey Nomad, as the 

name implies, travels with 

you. What if you are 

cruising the internet and 

find an article? You click 

on it, and the "Get Access" 

link at the top takes you to 

a paywall. What now?

Look for the LibKeyNomad icon, lower left-hand corner. It may provide the 

full text or give an ILL link to submit a request.



LibKey Nomad

LibKeyNomad works with most publisher sites and, most 

importantly, PubMed. Did you notice the LibKeyNomad 

icon on the PubMed page results? They are beautiful!



LibKey Nomad

Nomad even works with Wikipedia, but you would never use it, 

of course.

Wikipedia is a 

great finding 

tool, but not a 

resource you 

would cite. And 

LibKey Nomad 

makes it even 

better.



Full Text: Embase

Embase stands for Excerpta Medica dataBASE, and it's a biomedical 

database that contains over 32 million records and has international 

coverage. Records are indexed and abstracted. There is some overlap 

with EBSCO, and you can look for the Full Text Finder link in Embase, 

which will take you to full text in EBSCO or to the publisher site (which 

may want payment). 

Look for LibKey Nomad. It is following you.  



Full Text: Ovid

Ovid is a (mostly) full text database. It contains 296 journals, including the 

American Journal of Nursing.

If it doesn’t have the PDF, click “Document 

Delivery” to make an ILL request. Also, notice the 

“LibKey Full-text Options” button.



Interlibrary Loan (ILL)

Some thoughts about Interlibrary Loan.

We have reciprocal agreements with other medical libraries through a 

government service called DocLine and through WorldShare. We can submit 

our requests, and other libraries will respond. Sometimes, it is quick, and 

other times, requests bounce from library to library. It generally takes three to 

five business days to complete your request. If you don't receive your article 

by then, please get in touch with us, and we will follow up. 



Interlibrary Loan (ILL)

There are lots of ways to request articles through Interlibrary Loan. If 

you are confused, and not sure how to make a request, copy and paste 

the article information you have and send us an email. 

Please provide as much information as you have available. 

Email: library@rm.edu

We will take it from there!

mailto:library@rm.edu


Full Text: Summary

Takeaways:

• Look for the PDF symbol and the Full Text Finder link

• Take Advantage of LibKeyNomad (it is Awesome!)

• Never Pay for an Article

• Request Articles Through Interlibrary Loan (ILL)

• If We Can’t Get it Through ILL, We Will Purchase it 

for You (At No Cost to You)

• Check Google Scholar

• Check Google

• Contact Your Librarians

A close up of a sign

Description automatically generated

https://postprofessionalbooking.as.me/bookalibrarian


Next Steps

More PowerPoints

Research tools

• Embase

• ProQuest
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